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Civilian Personnel Flight

Permanent Change of Station (PCS) Entitlements and Benefits

A new job is always exciting, particularly if it involves a move to a new city and duty location. The government has a number of benefits and entitlements that help defray the expenses associated with such moves. To gain a general understanding of PCS benefits and entitlements, you may review the information in the References. 


References: 

Joint Travel Regulation (JTR) Vol 2, DoD Civilian Personnel

5 USC 5724, Travel, Transportation and Subsistence

Getting Started

With the exception of getting your house ready for sale (if you own one and intend to sell it), there's not much you can do until you get your official travel orders. It takes between one and three weeks to get orders. 

During this time you will be contacted about a reporting date for your new duty location. The regulation normally provides 30 days from the receipt of your orders until you are expected to depart for your new location. If you add this 30 days to the time you spend waiting for your orders, you'll find that from selection to move takes about six weeks. Of course, if you and your new supervisor agree, this reporting time can be extended beyond the typical six weeks. So relax, and enjoy the quiet for a while. Once you get your orders things will get quite hectic. 

One final note: If your old and new duty locations are in the same metropolitan area you probably will not be authorized a PCS move. Check with your servicing Civilian Personnel Office for a specific information on local area moves.  

Dependents

As far as PCS moves are concerned, dependents are: 

· Your spouse (legally married to you at the time of the move) 

· Your children (birth, marriage or legal adoption), under 21 years of age 

If questions arise about someone you desire to claim as a dependent, you may be asked to provide proof. Change of beneficiary forms (in your OPF), court papers, etc. help provide the "paper trail" required to prove a dependent's entitlement to PCS benefits. If you have questions about who is considered a dependent or how to prove their status, contact your servicing civilian personnel office. 

References: 
Joint Travel Regulation (JTR) Vol 2, DoD Civilian Personnel
5 USC 5724 , Travel, Transportation and Subsistence
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