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CREDITABLE SERVICE UNDER FERS

Service used in determining an employee’s eligibility for retirement under FERS is generally the same as under CSRS.  However, there are some important differences.

· Service subject to FERS retirement deductions after December 31, 1986, is creditable unless it is refunded.  A redeposit cannot be made for service for which there has been a refund of FERS deductions.

· Service between January 1, 1984, and December 31, 1986, for which full Social Security taxes and full or reduced CSRS deductions were taken, if CSRS deductions were not refunded after becoming subject to FERS.

· Non-deduction service performed before January 1, 1989, if a deposit is made for such service.  Non-deduction service performed on or after January 1, 1989, is not creditable for any retirement purpose.

· Post-1956 military service must be covered by a deposit to receive credit under FERS rules for any purpose.  Military service performed by a FERS Transferee before the date of transfer may be credited under the CSRS rules if the transferee had 5 or more years of creditable civilian service at the time of transfer.

· Service originally covered under CSRS can be creditable for FERS if:

· An employee automatically covered by FERS had previous CSRS but not enough to meet the 5-year test, or

· An employee who elects to transfer to FERS does not have 5 years of 


non-offset service.

Payments can be made to credit this type of service including CSRS service for which contributions were refunded if the refund application was filed before the employee was first covered under FERS.

· An employee who elects to transfer to FERS may receive an annuity computed partly under FERS rules and partly under CSRS rules.  If the transferee has 5 or more years of creditable civilian CSRS service (not counting offset service), benefits will be computed under CSRS rules for service prior to transferring to FERS.
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