Peterson Complex Partnership Council

The Peterson Complex Partnership Council was established and chartered 5 March 1996.  It was co-chaired by the 21 SPTG Commander and the AFGE Local #1867 Vice-President for Peterson Complex.  The Council met quarterly to facilitate, develop, and implement partnership initiatives designed to help Peterson Complex provide the best service to the Air Force at the lowest cost.

Since June 1998, partnership activity has been temporarily suspended.  This is because the Peterson Vice-President’s office has been vacant since May 1998, and there have been no other appointed Union officials at Peterson during this period.  With no Peterson Union officials available to participate in developing joint initiatives, there has been no point in holding management-only partnership meetings.  However, this does not mean that partnership is dead at Peterson.

The current collective bargaining agreement, effective 3 June 1999, added an Article 40 entitled Labor-Management Partnership, reaffirming both parties’ commitment to partnership.  Since 1998, the Peterson Labor Relations Officer (LRO) and the AFGE Local #1867 President at the Air Force Academy have had several discussions regarding ways of re-energizing the Partnership Council.  

Most recently, in February 2001, the Civilian Personnel Flight has been exploring the possibility of establishing “partnership working groups” that would be subordinate to the Complex Partnership Council.  Under such a plan, the working groups would be established in smaller subunits of Peterson Complex (such as 302 AW), using bargaining unit members who are not appointed Union officials.  The working groups would identify and implement opportunities for operational improvement within those subunits.  The Complex Partnership Council would then become an oversight body and would address Complex-wide initiatives.  We have held preliminary discussions with the Academy President and with 302 LG/CC, and they are receptive to this concept.  We have scheduled a discussion with 21 SPTG/CC, and plan to also talk to 50 SPTG. We will be working more on this and hope to implement the working groups during the upcoming year.

One other note.  On 17 February 2001, President Bush issued an executive order rescinding Executive Order 12781, amended by Executive orders 12983 and 13156, as well as the Presidential Memorandum of 28 October 1999 reaffirming Executive Order 12871.  However, this executive order neither prohibited nor discouraged partnerships.  At this time, the Peterson CPF has no plans to scale back our efforts in re-energizing and expanding our partnership efforts.  
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