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HQ AFSPC/LGCP’s monthly Contracting Policy Bulletin lists the latest updates to the FAR and FAR Supplements.  In each issue the changes since the previous issue are highlighted.   (For those reading this in Word 7.0, all policy available on the Internet is hyperlinked directly to the web site where it is located.  Just click on the blue text.)  Comments or recommendations regarding this Bulletin may be directed to Ms. Barbara Bumby, e-mail: barbara.bumby@spacecom.af.mil or DSN 692-5251.

Current and past policy bulletins are posted on the HQ AFSPC/LGC Home Page (http://www.spacecom.af.mil/hqafspc/contracting/).
FAR

FACs  (Available at http://farsite.hill.af.mil/regst1.htm#FAC)

No FACs have been issued since 97-11. 

DFARS
DFARS Change Notices (replaced DACs and Departmental Letters)  (Available at http://www.acq.osd.mil/dp/dars/dfars/changes.htm)
DFARS Change Notice 19990507. Three rules revising the DFARS were published on May 7, 1999, as follows: 


Applicability of Buy American Clauses to Simplified Acquisitions 
(DFARS Case 98-D031) Effective 7 May 99.

This final rule revises DFARS 213.302-5 to clarify that, when using the clause at FAR 52.213-4, Terms and Conditions--Simplified Acquisitions (Other Than Commercial Items), the contracting officer must delete the reference to the clause at FAR 52.225-3, Buy American Act--Supplies. Instead, the contracting officer must use the appropriate Buy American Act clause prescribed by the DFARS.  Effective 7 May 99.

Antiterrorism Training (DFARS Case 96-D016) 

The interim rule issued by Departmental Letter 98-011 on June 11, 1998, is converted to a final rule without change. The rule added DFARS Subpart 225.74 and the contract clause at 252.225-7043 to provide guidance on DoD antiterrorism/force protection policy.   This clause is required in solicitations and contracts that require performance or travel outside the United States.  The rule requires DoD contractors and their subcontractors to take appropriate security precautions when performing or traveling outside the United States. 

Para-Aramid Fibers and Yarns (DFARS Case 98-D310) 

The interim rule published on January 15, 1999 (DFARS Change Notice 19990115), pertaining to the procurement of para-aramid fibers and yarns, is revised and finalized. The final rule differs from the interim rule in that it reflects the determination made by the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology) on February 12, 1999, to authorize the procurement of articles containing para-aramid fibers and yarns manufactured in the Netherlands. Synthetic fabric containing the para-aramid fibers and yarns still must be manufactured in the United States. 

Change Notice 19990511 
The DFARS has been updated to reflect revisions to five forms. 

DD Form 2631, Performance Evaluation (Architect-Engineer) - Form available at http://www.acq.osd.mil/dp/dars/dfars/html/dd2631.pdf 
DD Form 1653, Transportation Data for Solicitations - Form available at http://www.acq.osd.mil/dp/dars/dfars/html/dd1653.pdf 
DD Form 1654, Evaluation of Transportation Cost Factors - Form available at http://www.acq.osd.mil/dp/dars/dfars/html/dd1654.pdf 
DD Form 2579, Small Business Coordination Record - Form available at http://www.acq.osd.mil/dp/dars/dfars/html/dd2579.pdf 
DD Form 1707, Information to Offerors or Quoters - Form available at http://www.acq.osd.mil/dp/dars/dfars/html/dd1707.pdf 

Change Notice 19990525 

 DD Form 1507, Work Stoppage Report (DFARS Case 99-D003) 

This final rule amends DFARS Subpart 222.1 to eliminate the requirement for use of DD Form 1507, Work Stoppage Report, to report labor disputes that could interfere with contract performance. The form is unnecessary in view of the narrative reporting requirement at DFARS 222.101-3-70. 

Contracts Crossing Fiscal Years (DFARS Case 99-D008) 

This final rule amends DFARS 232.703 and 237.106 to permit contracting officers to enter into contracts for the procurement of severable services that cross fiscal years. FAR 32.703-3 and 37.106 authorize the heads of the executive agencies to enter into such contracts. This DFARS rule delegates the authority to DoD contracting officers. 

Class Deviations  (Available at http://www.acq.osd.mil/dp/dars/classdev.html)

No new Class Deviations have been issued since 99-O0005, dated 1 Mar 99.

AFFARS

AFACS  (Available at http://farsite.hill.af.mil/regst1.htm#AFAC)
None issued since AFAC 96-1, dated 13 Jun 97.

AFAC 96-2 will be released shortly and will include the final Source Selection Rewrite.

Contracting Policy Memos  (Available at http://www.safaq.hq.af.mil/contracting/policy/das_pol.html)
99-C-03, 17 May 99.  Use of Posting System for All Written Solicitations.  Effective 1 Jun 99, all solicitation packages must be made available electronically, either through a posting system or directly in the case of sole source or limited procurements.  Oral quotes and EDI transactions are exempt from the posting requirements.  If a vendor does not have the capability to access a solicitation electronically, a paper copy may be made available upon request.  An electronic solicitation package must include all attachments electronically as well.

Contracting Information Memos  (Available at http://www.safaq.hq.af.mil/contracting/policy/das_info.shtml)

No new Contracting Information Memos have been issued since 26 Mar 99.

AFSPCFARS
AFSPCACs (http://www.spacecom.af.mil/hqafspc/contracting/Luther/cir-dir.htm)

None issued since AFSPCAC 96-4, dated 30 Nov 98.

Information (Policy) Letters  (http://www.spacecom.af.mil/hqafspc/contracting/Policy/hq_air_force_space_command.htm)

None issued since INFO.LTR 99-15, dated 26 Apr 99, 

MISCELLANEOUS 

NIB/NISH – It has come to our attention that some bases are trying to include rent and utility charges as part of their agreement with NIB/NISH for the NIB/NISH store.  These charges are NOT ALLOWED.  We are to give the facilities and utilities to NIB/NISH.  They will take care of any needed interior facility modifications to set up the store.

DoD EMALL – A Director, Defense Procurement memorandum, dated 9 Apr 99, announced the establishment of the DoD Electronic Mall (EMALL).  This is another on-line tool that Government Purchase Card cardholders can use to purchase items they require.  The letter also invites military departments and defense agencies to submit their commercial catalog ordering contracts for inclusion in the EMALL.  You don’t get the smell of Auntie Anne’s Pretzels wafting through the air but you also don’t have to deal with all of the teeny-boppers wandering through the mall.  You are all encouraged to stop by the mall for a visit.

Mrs. Spector’s Letter:  http://www.acq.osd.mil/dp/emallmemo.pdf
DoD EMALL:  http://www.emall.dla.mil
DoD Past Performance Information Guide – The final version of this guide, dated May 1999, is available at http://www.acq.osd.mil/ar/doc/ppiguide.pdf.
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