DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
UNITED STATES SPACE FORCE
821st AIR BASE GROUP
THULE AIR BASE GREENLAND

19 April 2020
MEMORANDUM FOR ALL THULE AB PERSONNEL
FROM: 821 ABG/CC
SUBJECT: Thule AB Public Health Protection Update

1. Team Thule, as we enter another week of fighting the COVID-19 pandemic, | wanted to
provide an update on how Thule has continued to evolve to protect all of us while still continuing
to support operations at the Top of the World, and give you a look into some of our long-range
planning.

2. The pandemic continues to affect every corner of the globe and at varying rates. There
continue to be “hot spots” in the U.S. primarily in the major cities, but the trends are slowly
moving positive (slower rates of death and hospitalizations). Other countries have begun
emerging from their worst days and are gradually re-opening schools and businesses. | have
very happy to see Denmark and Greenland in particular able to re-open some sectors of society
last week. The virus mitigation measures recommended by the medical and scientific
communities have worked, and we must all continue to follow their guidelines to prevent further
infections and outbreaks, especially until a long-term strategy with widespread testing and
vaccines is available.

3. Closer to “home” the health protection measures we implemented and everyone’s strict
hygiene efforts have worked, and we believe we have kept the virus from getting to Thule. 1 also
hear the Thule population is healthier than ever with no one “On Quarters” for illness. Given our
successes, | have approved the re-opening, with modifications, of almost all Thule services and
facilities.

4. However, given this relative normal posture at Thule, | remind everyone that the battle is not
over and the virus threat is still very real. We should feel lucky that we live in one of the safest
places in the world, and each of us still has an income, since a good portion of the world remains
shutdown. We must remain patient and still follow the hygiene guidelines so we can remain
healthy and safe.

5. Despite the ongoing pandemic, unabated operations continue at Thule. The Archies at 12
SWS continue to monitor 24/7 for missile launches and activity in space; the POGO-ites at Det 1
continue to connect users 24/7 with their satellites; the Defenders of the “best” squadron in the
Space Force continue to protect us night and day; the Ravens of the Support Squadron with
Vectrus, Indyne, and others continue to execute their extremely wide portfolio of activities to
keep the base running as smoothly as ever; and a special shout-out to the pavement and ground
Arctic warriors as they continue to battle the weather since winter hasn’t released its grip on
Thule yet. Finally, our awesome medical staff continues to be the front-line warriors in this war



against the Coronavirus and continue to guide us through this novel period we all find ourselves
living.

6. Finally, an update on some of our long-range planning, most notably the re-starting of
personnel movements in and out of Thule. | know many of you expected to leave Thule weeks
ago, and many others were planning to depart in the coming weeks and months. On the U.S.
side, we still have 13 people “stuck” in the U.S. since they were deemed not “mission essential.”
And | know there are many contractors anxious to travel as well.

7. We continue to closely monitor the state of the world, specifically the U.S., Denmark, and
Greenland, to know when and where it is relatively safe to both send and receive people. We are
also awaiting others’ decisions that impacts our ability to move people; like Air Greenland flight
operations, Greenland’s quarantine requirement, the U.S. military’s Stop Movement Orders, etc.
Our superb medical staff has been able to secure a way to test people at Thule for COVID-19.
The kits are expected to arrive on this week’s Airbus and consists of the swabs and other
material to collect the specimens. Performing the tests must still be done in the appropriate lab,
so once collected, the specimens will be sent to a lab in Denmark via the Airbus and weekly
Dash flights beginning in May, and the results will be provided to us in a few days. While not an
immediate testing capability, it will provide us much more certainty whether someone here has
been infected. Our initial priorities for testing will be for those showing symptoms of illness and
those entering Thule.

8. With all this in mind, we are aiming for 14 May as the first significant move of personnel —
subject to change. Of course, not everyone that is overdue to move can be moved at once, so the
leadership team is conducting methodical planning for the gradual movement of personnel. |
request your continued patience and understanding, and ask that you please contact your
supervisor and unit leadership for specific questions.

9. Additionally, I also realize many of us are facing stress due to the inability to be with and take
care of our family and loved ones in other places of the world. As always, if you feel you must
travel due to an extenuating circumstance, please contact your supervisor and unit leadership.

10. This continues to be a very challenging time in the world, and especially at Thule. Thank
you to everyone for your continued understanding and for all the great ideas and creativity to
provide activities and services in this new COVID-world. As a reminder, if you feel ill, please
call the medical clinic instead of going directly to the clinic.

Proud to lead Team Thule through this challenge!
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TIMOTHY J. BOS, Colonel, USAF
Commander
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