SBA

INFORMATION NOTICE


To:
Regional Administrators, District Directors


Control No.: 8000-581


Business Development Field Staff, HUBZone Liaisons

Government Contracting and Business Development Staff     

 
Subject: INTEGRATION OF PRO-Net AND CENTRAL CONTRACTOR REGISTRY DATABASES







Effective: 10/8/2002

We are pleased to advise you that SBA is taking a big step in simplifying the way small businesses do business with the Federal government by making some changes in how the Procurement Marketing and Access Network (PRO-Net) database operates. We have partnered with the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD), Defense eBusiness Program Office to integrate PRO-Net and the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) system.

What is CCR?

The CCR is the primary vendor database for DOD, U.S Departments of Treasury and Transportation, and NASA. It collects, validates, stores, and disseminates data in support of agency missions. Importantly, CCR collects information needed for electronic funds transfer (EFT). The CCR validates registrant’s information and electronically shares the secure and encrypted data with Federal agencies to facilitate paperless procurement and payment through EFT.   

Firms are required to complete a one-time registration process to provide basic information relevant to procurement and financial transactions. Registration must be renewed annually. Both current and potential vendors must register in CCR to be awarded contracts, and to be paid by the above noted agencies. Further, by the fall of 2003, vendor payments for all Federal agencies will be made on the basis of EFT information contained in CCR. In brief, all firms doing business with the Federal government will have to be registered in CCR in order to be paid.

When are we doing this?

This integration will take place on October 31, 2002. 

Why are we doing this?

Through the integration of the two databases, we are reducing some of the burden on small businesses that want to do business with the Federal government and its prime contractors. In essence, we are streamlining the process so that firms can automatically register in both PRO-Net and CCR at the same time. By doing this, we are helping to advance the President's goal of a single, user-friendly, integrated acquisition environment.

As importantly, as noted above, by the fall of 2003, vendor payments for all Federal agencies will be made on the basis of EFT information contained in CCR.

  
 What is the future of PRO-Net?

The PRO-Net system will continue to serve as a major marketing development tool for small businesses seeking to do business with the Federal government and prime contractors. It will also continue to be an important marketing research tool for government contracting officers and commercial buyers seeking small business sources. Finally, it will continue to be the authoritative source of certification information for 8(a) Business Development and HUBZone Empowerment Contracting Programs, and for Small Disadvantaged Business (SDB) status.

How will PRO-Net/CCR work?

After the integration, firms will register by going to the PRO-Net or CCR website. If the firm goes to the PRO-Net website, it will be automatically directed to the CCR database to enter its information. There are three types of information that will be captured through the integration: information that is unique to CCR (e.g., EFT information), information that is common to both CCR and PRO-Net (e.g., firm demographic information), and information that is unique to PRO-Net (e.g., firm marketing information). Information that is unique to CCR and information that is common to both CCR and PRO-Net will be entered into the CCR database. Information that is common to both CCR and PRO-Net will be transmitted to SBA via XML technology to populate the PRO-Net database. Information unique to PRO-Net will be entered directly into tables at SBA. 

During FY 2003, we will further modify CCR/PRO-Net so that SBA will pass certification information for 8(a), HUBZone, and SDB programs from PRO-Net database to the CCR database. 

What must firms do to be registered in PRO-Net/CCR?

· Each firm must check its PRO-Net records and be sure that it contains a valid DUNS number.  (If a firm has multiple locations, it should have a valid DUNS numbers for each location.) If a firm does not have a DUNS number, it should contact Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., at (800) 333-0505 to obtain the free nine-digit identification number.

· If the firm is currently registered in the CCR, then it will make all future PRO-Net profile updates to its CCR record.

· If the firm is not registered in CCR, it should visit the CCR website at www.CCR.gov and register immediately.   

What are we doing to help firms transition to the integrated PRO-Net/CCR environment?

· We have e-mailed instructions to all firms in the PRO-Net database.

· The Associate Administrators for HUBZone Contracting and 8(a) Business Development are sending follow-up letters to firms certified under 8(a) Business Development and HUBZone Contracting Programs, and as SDB’s.

· We are working with DOD staff to “match” records in the CCR and PRO-Net databases.

· We are working with Dun and Bradstreet to “match” DUNS numbers to PRO-Net records that do not have DUNS numbers.

What should District Office staff do to help firms with the transition?

After October 31, 2002, firms must be registered in CCR to be registered in PRO-Net.  As noted above, we are scrubbing several databases to ensure that firms are properly registered before that date, and have advised PRO-Net registrants of the need to register in CCR.

However, as the integration date approaches, we will forward lists of firms that are not registered to Assistant District Directors for Business Development and HUBZone Liaisons for follow-up. We ask that district office staff contact these firms by phone, e-mail, or in person, and to advise them of the necessity to register in CCR.

Who should I contact for help?

First, you should visit the CCR website referenced above. Then, if you have any questions in this regard, please contact us by e-mail at pro-net@sba.gov, including the words “PRO-Net/CCR” in the subject line. 

                                                    
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Fred C. Armendariz 
Associate Deputy Administrator for 
Government Contracting and

Business Development 

Expires: 1/1/2003
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